
Part 3: PEER COUNTIES

HOW TO USE PEER COUNTIES

Peer counties are
places that have
similar types of

people and
environments. 

Peer counties are determined using
demographics like total population,

age, income, and rurality. 

understand benchmarks and set goals 
identify successful local strategies
learn about new ideas and opportunities
discover community partners 

PEER COUNTIES CAN HELP:

View your county’s peer counties. Are they nearby or far away? Explore
the domain scores for your peer counties. Which counties have the

most similar scores across the four domains?



Part 4: WEll-Being and Life Satisfaction

How to Use THE Well-Being Measures

Review the Well-Being Measures annually. Use these measures to
set long-term planning goals and track impact year-to-year.

Create a full peer county report. Explore measures within each of
the four domains for your peer counties. Where are they doing

well? What can you learn from them?

Thriving
communities are

the goal of all
civic muscle

work.

If we build civic muscle in our
counties, overall measures of well-

being will improve: 
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